Wild Horse Tour Meeting Notes
Attendees:

Kimberlee Hoey

Karen McCalpin

Wesley Stalling

Jay Bender

Scott Trabue

Richard Brown

Jared Lloyd
Banks Meredith

Connie Johnson

Bob White

Lynn Wilson

Ben Woody
Jason Litteral

Jenny Newbern

Introduction:   

Ben Woody introduced staff, gave a brief overview of past meetings, and opened the floor for discussion about the pros and cons of the first season of volunteer regulation.  

Education and Outreach:
The radio transmitter project is moving forward.  Handouts were delivered to Dare County rental car companies in an effort to educate renters about the horses.  It was reported that this effort had little success.  Twiddy has made an educational video.  It was again suggested that signage be installed with wild horse information.  Speed limit and stop signs were also suggested.  The classes and subsequent advertisement were a success.  

Season 1 issues:

Sanctuary Patrol Officers have occasionally been too aggressive.  There were reports by multiple tour companies of stalking, taking pictures when no violations were occurring, and intentionally startling horses with hand claps when tour companies stop near horses.  Karen McCaplin indicated she has spoken with these patrol officers to remedy the situation.  Bob White suggested the patrol officers put identifying stickers on their vehicles so they can be reported for inappropriate behavior.  

It was reported that there is inconsistent enforcement of the ordinance by the Sheriffs Department.  It was suggested that the deputies attend the educational courses offered by the Wild Horse Fund.

Suggestions for the Future:  

The service district may improve the roads near the oceanfront where there is a higher concentration of rental property.  Could this alleviate the high volume of traffic on the middle and back roads where there are more year round residents.

Should there be a cap on the number of tour vehicles that would apply to all tour companies?  This may be regulated by parking requirements.  

Should there be a moratorium on new horse tour companies.  

Try to arrange a property swap between Fish and Wildlife and the Estuarine Reserve to create a parking area near the North Beach ramp.

50 yards or 50 feet from horses.  What was the original distance,  what should it be now.     
