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WILD HORSE TOUR MEETING
MARCH 5, 2009

ATTENDEES

Jay Bender, Richard Brown, Andrew Wright, Don Cheek, Jeff O’Brien, Bob White, Jerry Gillet, Alice Gillet, Kimberly Hoey, Connie Johnson, Rob Longo, Bob Wright, Jason Banks, Jason Litteral, Karen McCalpin, Steve Rogers, Lynne Wilson, Ben Woody
DECISION TOPICS

A. TOUR BENEFITS
· ATTRACTS TOURISTS TO THE COUNTY
· TOUR GUIDES CAN RECOGNIZE AND REPORT INJURED OR MISTREATED HORSES
· TOUR COMPANIES CAN SERVE AS EDUCATIONAL TOOL TO HELP TOURISTS UNDERSTAND THE VALUE AND SENSITIVITY OF WILD HORSES AS WELL AS BEACH DRIVING AND PARKING REGULATIONS
· POSSIBLE REDUCTION OF INDIVIDUAL CARS SEARCHING FOR HORSES
B. TOUR DETRIMENTS

· TRESSPASSING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY
· SPEEDING ON THE BEACH AND ON SMALLER BACK ROADS
· INCREASED TRAFFIC NEAR RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY
· NON-COMPLIANCE WITH THE WILD HORSE ORDINACE COMPRIMISES THE SAFETY OF HORSES AND TOURISTS
· BLOCKED INTERSECTIONS AND DRIVEWAYS
· DEGRADATION OF ROADS
· SOME CUSTOMERS OF UNGUIDED TOURS MIGHT USE THE VEHICLES FOR OFF-ROAD DRIVING EXPERIENCE INSTEAD OF SEARCHING FOR HORSES.
· OPERATING TOURS/RENTALS DURING ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS AND POOR TIDE PATTERNS
        C.   SOLUTIONS
· LABEL EACH VEHICLE WITH COMPANY NAME, PHONE NUMBER, AND VEHICLE NUMBER
· ORGANIZE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM BETWEEN WILD HORSE FUND AND TOUR COMPANIES
· PROVIDE PROMOTIONAL INCENTIVES FROM WILD HORSE FUND AND/OR COUNTY TOURISM BOARD FOR TOUR COMPANIES PARTICIPATING IN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM AND VEHICLE LABELING REQUIREMENTS
· ENCOURAGE REALTY AND PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANIES TO PROVIDE INFORMATION REGARDING WILD HORSES
· ESTABLISH VOLUNTEER “COURTESY PATROL” TO WATCH TOUR GROUPS AND HELP WITH TRAFFIC SITUATIONS
· CREATE A PERMITTING SYSTEM FOR HORSE TOUR COMPANIES
· PROVIDE BEACH DRIVING REGULATIONS AND WILD HORSE INFORMATION ON AM AND INTERNET RADIO
· ESTABLISH APPROVED ROUTES FOR TOURS AND MONITOR THEM VIA GPS
· LIMIT THE NUMBER OF VEHICLES PER TOUR COMPANY
